Congress of the United States

Cllashington, DE 20510

May 2, 2025
The Honorable Tom Cole The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Chair Ranking Member
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
H-307 Capitol Building 1036 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515
The Honorable Mark Amodei The Honorable Lauren Underwood
Chair Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Homeland Security Subcommittee on Homeland Security
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
104 Cannon House Office Building 1410 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chair Cole, Ranking Member DeLauro, Chair Amodei, and Ranking Member Underwood:

Thank you for your strong support for the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA)
Nonprofit Security Grant Program (NSGP). As the Fiscal Year 2026 (FY2026) Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) appropriations bill is drafted, we respectfully ask that $500 million in
funding be allocated to NSGP. The program provides critical security resources to at-risk faith-
based and nonprofit institutions located in urban, suburban, and rural communities.

The NSGP is used by at-risk faith-based and nonprofit institutions to provide funding for
physical security enhancements as well as emergency preparedness training. The NSGP also
works to enhance the engagement and cooperation between community groups, state and local
homeland security organizations, and emergency management agencies to be better prepared for,
prevent, and respond to acts of terrorism or other extremist attacks. This preparation and
investment is critical to our national security and part of DHS’ comprehensive measures to
strengthen the safety of our communities. DHS recognizes the risk of extremist-motivated
violence as a danger to national security and has warned that violence against nonprofits and
faith-based institutions is likely to continue.

The threat of violence is unfortunately increasing at places of worship across our country at
alarming rates. There has been an increase in hoax bomb and active shooter threats against
houses of worship to interrupt services and intimidate the worshipers. There has also been an
increase in antisemitic incidents across the country following the October 7" attack in Israel. In
the year since October 7* the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) recorded over 10,000 antisemitic
incidents in the United States, an over 200 percent increase over the year before and the highest
number recorded in a single year since ADL started tracking antisemitic incidents in 1979."
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Nationwide, there have been countless acts of violence against religious communities, including
these specific incidents that underscore the importance and complexity of protecting our
religious communities from violence and extremism:
¢ On January 3, 2024, a Newark, New Jersey, Imam was shot and killed outside of his
mosque.’
e On January 30, 2024, a man opened fire at a San Franciso Catholic Church.?
® On February 11, 2024, a man set fire to Shiloh Gospel Temple, a predominantly Black
church in North Providence, Rhode Island.*
¢ On February 11, 2024, a woman forced her way inside a Texas Christian megachurch and
opened fire.’
® On February 17, 2024, police in Broward County, Florida, arrested a man for beating a
69-year-old Rabbi who was walking home from synagogue on Shabbat.
e  OnApril 9, 2024, an Idaho teenager was arrested the day before his planned violent
attack on local churches.’
e On May 25, 2024, a man was struck in a hit and run in front of a mosque in Minnesota.®
¢ OnJuly 22, 2024, St. Leo’s Church in Hartford, Arkansas was vandalized, and racial slurs
were graffitied on the building.’
e On August 12, 2024, a young man was stabbed near a synagogue in New York City."
¢ On December 17 and 18, over 400 Jewish Institutions across the country were targeted
with false bomb threats and swatting calls."

These events highlight the ever-increasing need for the NSGP. Unfortunately, it is easy to see that
the need for the NSGP is quickly outpacing the funding. In Fiscal Year 2024 (FY2024), FEMA
received 7,584 grant applications for the NSGP, over 2,300 more than the previous year. These
applicants requested $978 million in federal funding, while NSGP received $274.5 million in
annual FY?24 appropriations. Even with the additional NSGP funding provided by the National
Security Supplemental Act for FY2024, FEMA could only fund 43 percent of all grant
applicants. This left most of the applicants without the funding they needed to provide security to
their at-risk institution.'

Today’s threat environment provides a compelling public interest in preventing attacks that
would disrupt the vital health, human, social, cultural, religious, and other humanitarian services
provided by at-risk faith-based and nonprofit institutions. Such threats terrorize the lives and
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well-being of millions of Americans who operate, utilize, live, and work in their communities.
Accordingly, we respectfully urge you to strengthen the NSGP by properly funding the program
at $500 million in FY2026, and we remain sincerely grateful for your past support of this critical

program.

Thank you for your consideration of our request.
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